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Borrego Valley Stewardship Council
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“To celebrate, promote, and protect the unique character, irreplaceable 
resources, and economic vitality of the Borrego Springs Community and Anza- 

Borrego Desert State Park for residents, businesses, visitors, and future 
generations.”

Bri Fordem Diane Johnson Jim Wermers Ramien Shalizi Alicia Ramirez
President Secretary Treasurer Director Director



Organizational Development Updates
Board  and Committee introductions 

● Progress on achieving 501(c)3 status

● Grant funds from The San Diego Foundation and Department of Water Resources 
Proposition 68

● Growing membership 

● More opportunities for regular community engagements

s
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BVSC Signatories
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The Borrego Valley Stewardship Council (BVSC) is seeking 
for a qualified individual to serve as a Coordinator and assist 
the BVSC Board of Directors in: 
● Developing and implementing a communitywide public 

involvement program.
● Building community consensus on issues (water, 

environment, economic development, housing, etc.) 
which are central to the future for the Borrego Valley, and

● Preparing a vision document(s) summarizing the results. 

This is a part-time position for 18 months.
The full notice is available on our website 
borregovalleystewardshipcouncil.com

New Coordinator Position
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Borrego 
Village 

Association

Board of Directors Elections
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Bri Fordem Martha Deichler James Dion Dale Jones
Anza-Borrego 

Foundation 
Borrego Springs 
Unified School 

District

The American 
Legion Post 853



Where BVSC Fits into the Borrego Springs Landscape?
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● Community meetings on December 
10, 2021 and January 21, 2022

○ Informal interviews, led by Martha 
Deichler

● Goal of supporting the visioning 
process for the Borrego Springs 
Community Plan update

● Discussions about what preserve, 
change, and see created in Borrego

○ Public Health & Safety, Housing, 
Natural Resources & Environment, 
and Economy & Job

Borrego Dreaming
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Borrego Dreaming: What We Learned 
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Borrego Springs Community Education, Empowerment, & Visioning for a Resilient 
Community Strategy 
Timeframe: 3/10/2023 -  4/30/2025

Goals:
● Improve community understanding

● Increase the community’s ability to engage in decision-making

● Ensure community members’ vision is shared with decision-makers

Sustainable Groundwater Management Plan 
Implementation Funding
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Borrego Springs Community Education, Empowerment, & Visioning for a Resilient 
Community Strategy 

Tasks:
● Identify and prioritize basin challenges and opportunities

○ Basin characterization document

● Water/Groundwater education
○ Public access to research and data

● Community visioning process
○ Community participation
○ Survey and engagement

Sustainable Groundwater Management Plan 
Implementation Funding
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Regional Decarbonization: 
Borrego Springs Impacts 

David Garmon



San Diego County’s Regional Decarbonization 
Framework—a classic “Who done it?”
• The County Board of Supervisors (BOS) identifies climate change as an 

existential threat caused by human activity.

• In January 2021 the BOS directs staff to develop a framework for a 
zero carbon sustainability plan.

• The plan aims to achieve zero carbon emissions by 2035

• The County hired UCSD Prof. David Victor to lead the technical 
analysis of the Technical Memorandum. 

• The Technical Memorandum was published in late 2022.



Borrego’s Problem with the Technical 
Memorandum















And those were just the problems associated 
with the Financial Cost calculations

The Technical Memorandum completely 
ignores the Economic Costs



Financial Cost vs Economic Cost

• The Financial Costs of RDF’s Scenario 1 are the cost to acquire land, 
build industrial-scale generating capacity, and build sufficient 
infrastructure, e.g. high voltage transmission lines, to transmit 
electricity from Borrego Springs to primarily costal communities.

• The Economic Costs of Scenario 1 are the hard dollar costs that would 
accrue to the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and its Gateway 
Community, Borrego Springs, if Scenario 1 were implemented. 

• The current draft of the RDF ignores Economic Costs and focuses 
exclusively on Financial Costs.



Borrego Springs is the
Gateway Community
to Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park (ABDSP)

ABDSP spans three counties and more than 
1000 square miles

ABDSP contains 12 state designated 
wilderness areas, comprising 85% of 
California’s state designated wilderness

ABDSP is California’s largest State Park

ABDSP is the largest continuous State Park in 
the lower 48 states

ABDSP is designated a National Natural 
Landmark and a World Biosphere Reserve

ABDSP is part of the University of California’s 
Natural Reserve System



The RDF ignores the Economic Costs of 
Scenario 1
• Impacts on Tourism to the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park

• Impacts on property values and property taxes

• Impacts on TOT

• Impacts on jobs

• Impacts on recreational value of the Park and Community

• Impacts on limited groundwater

• Impacts on Air Quality and Human Health

• Social Justice impacts on a Severely Economically Disadvantaged 
Community



What is the source of all these errors and 
omissions, i.e. Who done it?
• The electric utility industry has long opposed rooftop solar, fearing a 

“death spiral” as their increasing rates make rooftop solar more 
financially attractive and feasible.

• The electric utility industry makes money building long-distance 
transmission lines, e.g. Sunrise Powerlink.

• The electric utility industry has pushed the idea that rooftop solar 
could never generate more than a small fraction of needed electricity.





Protect our Communities Foundation files suit 
against SDG&E and UCSD (follow the money)

• In 2021 SDG&E contributed $843,411 to the Electric Power Research 
Institute (EPRI), the research arm of Edison Electric Institute.

• In 2021 and 2022 EPRI contributed $900,000 to UCSD’s School of 
Global Policy and Strategy (GPS) to ”support the research of David 
Victor.”

• In July 2021 the County entered into a “single source,” no bid contract 
with GPS.

• Victor oversaw the creation of the Technical Memorandum and did 
not disclose the money, his years-long ties with EPRI, and the fact that 
he wrote SDG&E’s “decarbonization pathway” report.



Current Status

• Protect our Communities Foundation files suit against SDG&E and 
UCSD on 2/27/23

• TCDC launched petition on 3/9/23

• Board of Supervisors has delayed RFD Hearing until 5/24/23



Borrego Health Update
Sandy Hansberger



 
WHO IS SERVED

▪ All patients are welcome at Borrego Health, regardless of their ability to pay.

▪ Borrego Medical Clinic serves individuals without insurance, those with Medi-Cal, 
Medicare, Medicare Advantage, and a long list of private insurances. 

▪ For individuals without insurance, Borrego Health offers a sliding fee scale 
program for services.



PHYSICIAN 
COVERAGE AND 
SERVICES

Dr. Manfred Ramos, DO : Primary 
Care, Mondays through Thursdays
 
Dr. Jose Hernandez Rivera, MD : 
Primary Care, Fridays

Dr. Figuero: Pediatrics, once per 
month on a Thursday. 



                         Services (cont’d)
Primary Care

Pediatrics (1x a month)

Behavioral Health--TeleHealth 

Labs—Tuesdays; Thursdays

Other: TeleHealth services;
Vaccines (COVID and others) 
COVID test kits



Pharmacy: Medications are provided by a full pharmacy inventory at our Borrego 
Pharmacy located in the center of town. 

Pharmacy Hours:  M-F 9 AM – 5:30 PM; Closed Saturday and Sunday
Phone: (760) 767-3047
Address: 590 Palm Canyon Drive suite 230204, Borrego Springs, CA 92004

Air Transport: 
• Mercy Air provides air transportation to nearby hospitals for emergencies. 
▪ Steps away from our clinic doors ensures that patients who have emergent medical 

needs are transferred expeditiously to a higher level of care. 
. 

Woolcott Dental Clinic: 
• Dental care services to children and adults for the communities of Borrego Springs and 

surrounding areas. 
• Services are available, regardless of ability to pay. We accept most insurances.
•  Sliding fee scale is available for those who are uninsured or underinsured. Hablamos 

españo
Address: 590 Palm Canyon Dr Suite 212 · (760) 767-5112

https://www.google.com/search?q=borrego+pharmacy&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS963US963&oq=&aqs=chrome.0.69i59i450l8.39362079j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Concerns about care, access or anything else can be reported anonymously 



Short Term Goals

Physician Recruitment

Bringing back services: 

Women’s Health

More pediatrics

Dermatology

XRays

Transportation 



TRANSFER OF OPERATIONS AND ASSETS TO 
DAP HEALTH

• How did this come about?

• When does it take effect?

• How will this impact health care in Borrego Springs? 



Howard Blackson

Creating and Communicating a 
Vision


